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FLAGS, UNITED STATES, PENNSYLVANIA, AND POW-MIA

(Superceded PCID 1095 eff. 12/28/05)
PCID NO.  1095 

Eff.  02/29/08
This Pennsylvania Commercial Item Description covers requirements for indoor and outdoor United States, Pennsylvania and POW-MIA flags.   All flags shall reflect first class workmanship, be first grade quality, and be free from defects that could adversely affect serviceability.  Product shall conform to the following requirements, unless otherwise noted on the request for proposals or invitation for bids.

1.  Class I - Indoor and Parade Flags:  Indoor and parade flags shall be made with pole (tunnel) headings and shall have gold bullion fringing and shall be in the following approximate finished sizes, exclusive of fringing:  3’ x 5’, 4’ x 6’, 5’ x 8’ and 4 1/3’ x 5 ½’.  Indoor and parade flags shall be constructed of rayon, nylon, or polyester cloth and shall meet the minimum specification described below and the applicable portions contained in the general specification.

1.1 Rayon:  Rayon banner cloth, first quality construction with 2 ply, 50 denier rayon yarns, 5.0 oz. per square yard, minimum.

1.2 Nylon:  Heavyweight nylon cloth, 100% bright continuous filament with “sunresist” and anti-static finish.  Cloth shall be first quality with yarns of 200 normal denier single yarns, minimum, 3.6 oz. per square yard, minimum.

1.3 Polyester:  100% spun polyester, plain weave.  Thread count 35X31, with 18-2 ring-spun 2-ply polyester threads.  Fabric weight to be 5.0 – 5.5 oz. per square yard. 
1.4 Bullion Fringing:  Shall be first quality bullion fringe with a minimum of ten bullions to the inch.  Fringing shall be first-quality, fully and evenly constructed.  Fringing shall be sized as follows:  Flags 4’ x 6’ or smaller; 2” plus or minus 1/8”.  Flags 5’ x 8’ or larger; 2 ½”, plus or minus 1/8”.

1.5 Cords and tassels:  Shall be the same quality and color material as the bullion fringing.  Cords for Commonwealth flags shall be white and blue to match flag field.  Flags 3’ x 5’ or smaller shall have two four inch tassels and an appropriate, proportional length of cord.  Flags larger than 3’ x 5’ shall have two six inch tassels and an appropriate, proportional length of cord.

2.  Class II - Outdoor Flags: Outdoor flags shall be made with canvas cloth flag heading in the following approximate finished sizes, exclusive of heading:  3’ x 5’, 4’ x 6’ and 5’ x 8’.  Flag heading to be strong bleached canvas cloth, 6.5 oz. per square yard, minimum.  Finished headings shall have a number 2 bright brass grommet centered one (1) inch, plus or minus 1/8” from the top and from the bottom of the canvas heading and securely clinched in place.  Finished heading shall be 1 ½” minimum width for flags up to 5’ hoist, and 2” minimum width for flags of larger hoist size.  Outdoor flags shall be constructed of heavyweight nylon, polyester, or cotton cloth as described below.

2.1 Nylon:  Heavyweight nylon cloth, 100% bright continuous filament with “sunresist” and anti-static finish.  Cloth shall be first quality with yarns of 200 normal denier single yarns, minimum, 3.6 oz. per square yard, minimum.

2.2 Cotton bunting cloth:  shall be constructed of 2 ply warp and 2 ply fill yarns made from cleaned cotton, carded, drawn and evenly spun.   Finished cloth shall be 4.5 oz. per square yard, minimum.  

2.3 Polyester:  100% spun polyester, plain weave.  Thread count 35X31, with 18-2 ring-spun 2-ply polyester threads.  Fabric weight to be 5.0 – 5.5 oz. per square yard. 

3.  General Specifications:
3.1 Seams/Stitching:  Two rows of stitches for all seams and hems, except fly hem, which requires four rows.  All stitches shall be six per inch, minimum.

3.2 Stars:  Union shall contain fifty (50), five-point stars arranged in nine rows; 5 rows of 6 stars and 4 rows of 5 stars.  Stars shall be symmetrical shape and design and shall be symmetrically arranged in horizontal, vertical and diagonal rows and shall have one point upward.  The union shall be a single piece of fabric.  Stars applied to the union shall be hand-loomed or Schiffli embroidered with first-quality white rayon or silk embroidery threads, showing finished both sides.  Thread count shall be sufficient to fill the star and block out the blue of the flag field.  

3.3 Stripes:  All U.S. flags shall have thirteen (13) horizontal stripes; seven (7) red and six (6) white, alternating, beginning and ending with red.  Each stripe shall be a single piece of fabric.  

3.4 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:  Shall have the official coat of arms (seal) of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania centered on the face and backside of the flag.  The vertical height of the shall be no less than 50% of the length of the hoist.  It is acceptable to create the insignia by embroidery, dying or printing directly on the face of the flag, allowing the design to penetrate and appear in reverse on the backside of the flag.  Printed or dyed flags shall exhibit minimal bleeding of colors in accordance with the strictest acceptable commercial standards.  The colors and design of the flag shall be in accordance with those set out by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Instruction Bulletin No. 218, part II, The Seal, The Coat of Arms and the Flag of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which states, in pertinent part:


“The Coat of Arms is generally displayed in simple black and white, but these are not the heraldic colors in which it is emblazoned upon the State Flag.  The eagle is the American Bald Eagle with white head and tail, and deep red or brown body.  The horses are black.  The band and margins of the shield are gold.  The ship is black with white sails resting upon a sea of blue surmounted by a sky of the same color.  The plough stands out in deep red or brown and white on its gilded base, while three golden sheaves appear on a field of green.  The corn stalk and olive branch, crossed under the shield are also green, while the motto is printed in black on a blue streamer.”

Further, “[t]hat the flag to be known as the official flag of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall be of blue, same color field in the flag of the United States . . . “

Where applicable, the flag shall be double sided (insignia reads correctly on the front and back sides of the flag).  

3.5 POW-MIA:  shall have double-sided screen printed seal (caption reads correctly on both sides of flag) in accordance with the National League of Families POW/MIA flag design.

3.6 Colors:  Pursuant to Color Reference of America, 10th Edition, as follows:

	Color Reference of America, 10th Edition Color Number
	Color
	US Flags
	State Flags
	POW-MIA Flags

	80108

80001

80082
	Old Glory Red

Cardinal

Dark Cardinal 
	Stripes


	
	

	80002

80001
	White

Bleached White
	Stripes
	Ship sails

Plow Share

Eagle head

Harness Trim
	Insignia

	80075

80076

80077
	Old Glory Blue

Independence

National Flag Blue
	Union
	Flag Field
	

	80109
	Old Gold
	
	Shield

Shield Center Band

Scroll

Sheaves
	

	Color Reference of America, 10th Edition Color Number
	Color
	US Flags
	State Flags
	POW-MIA Flags

	80041
	Paprica (orange-red)
	
	Harness

Streamer
	

	80062
	Mintleaf (green)
	
	Sheaves field

Eagles Crest

Cornstalk

Olive Branch
	

	80103
	Saxe Blue
	
	Sky

Sea
	

	80091
	Autumn Brown
	
	Wood Plow Parts

Eagle
	

	
	Black
	
	Horses

Ships Hull

Motto
	Flag Field


3.7 Material and Workmanship:  Material shall be free of defects affecting appearance or serviceability.  Stitching of hems and seams shall be straight, even tensioned, and free of defects seriously affecting appearance or serviceability.  Stars shall be fully filled embroidery, completely cover the base cloth front and back, and free from broken stitches.

All flags, fabric, and component parts shall be manufactured in the United States and shall be certified “Made in the U.S.A.
3.8  Product Conformance:  The products shall meet the salient characteristics of this item purchase description, conform to the producer’s own drawings, specifications, standards and quality assurance practices, and be the same product offered for sale in the commercial market.  The Commonwealth reserves the right to require proof of such conformance.

4.0 Inspection & Rejection - Sampling for prior to/post- award testing, if required, will be as defined in the Invitation for Bid Proposal.  Inspection may be made at place of manufacture at the option of the Commonwealth after an award has been made.  Inspection for final acceptance shall be made at the place of delivery and/or after laboratory testing to determine whether product or service meets the specification requirements.  Samples for inspection and after delivery testing shall be selected by simple random sampling.  If defects are detected during the course of delivery, or after product has been delivered, the Commonwealth reserves the right to reject the defective product and require replacement at no cost to the Commonwealth, or cancel the contract and surcharge the contractor for any expense incurred by the cancellation of the contract and in securing satisfactory materials, if the vendor fails to apply timely and corrective measures. 

5.0 Packaging – Product shall be packaged according to good commercial practice to insure adequate protection from the elements, shipping and storage.

6.0 Document Sources (PCID):  Copies of the Color Association of the United States Standard Color Card of America, 10th Edition are available from the Color Association of the United States, 315 West 39th Street, Studio 507, New York, NY 10018.  Phone 212-947-7774, Fax 212-594-6987.

7.0 Material Masters – SAP

          275672 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 3X5, CLASS II, NYLON  
          275677 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 4X6, CLASS II, NYLON  
          275681 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 5X8, CLASS II, NYLON  
          275643 - FLAG, US, 3X5, CLASS I, NYLON

          275647 - FLAG, US, 4X6, CLASS I, NYLON

          275651 - FLAG, US, 5X8, CLASS I, NYLON

          275655 - FLAG, US, 4-1/3X5-1/2, CLASS I, NYLON

          275642 - FLAG, US, 3X5, CLASS I, RAYON
          275644 - FLAG, US, 3X5, CLASS II, NYLON

          275645 - FLAG, US, 3X5, CLASS II, COTTON

          275646 - FLAG, US, 4X6, CLASS I, RAYON

          275648 - FLAG, US, 4X6, CLASS II, COTTON

          275649 - FLAG, US, 4X6, CLASS II, NYLON

          275650 - FLAG, US, 5X8, CLASS I, RAYON
          275652 - FLAG, US, 5X8, CLASS II, COTTON
          275653 - FLAG, US, 5X8, CLASS II, NYLON
          275654 - FLAG, US, 4-1/3X4-1/2, CLASS I, RAYON
          275657 - FLAG, PA, 3X5, CLASS I, NYLON
          275658 - FLAG, PA, 3X5, CLASS II, NYLON
          275661 - FLAG, PA, 4X6, CLASS I, NYLON
          275663 - FLAG, PA, 4X6, CLASS II, NYLON
          275665 - FLAG, PA, 5X8, CLASS I, NYLON
          275667 - FLAG, PA, 5X8, CLASS II, NYLON
          275669 - FLAG, PA, 4-1/3X5-1/2, CLASS I, NYLON
          275671 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 3X5, CLASS I, NYLON
          275675 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 4X6, CLASS I, NYLON

          275679 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 5X8, CLASS I, NYLON
          275683 - FLAG, POW-MIA, 4-1/3X5-1/2, CLASS I, NYLON
Bulletin 218, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Public Instruction, Flags and Seals of the United States and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1948, State Library of Pennsylvania, Law/Government Publications Reference Desk, 116 Forum Building, Harrisburg, PA  17120.  Phone 717-787-3273.
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